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Multani
‘fell into’
life of

building

By ViscinT Bl

OR STAFF
ﬂrul:fﬁihf
-
o e i n gentlemnn who has transformed a
[+ couple of old, abandoned fctories into

homes and in the process has become one
the elty's best-knawn homebuilders.

Ene the ey Deikip Multand rells the story, his e
Went success = mote a matter of divine interven-
'dun than of good planning.

& T betieve m God,” Multni savs, *1 think He
z!am'-a i the way and all 1 did was follow His
,m:h
& 1 el Tnto chis and, well, e 1 am,”
= His company, Multani' Custom Homes, buile
entral Square Condominiurns and a housing de-
sxlopmint on Jamieson Court that occuples pan
st the site of the former Solar Ray Plant off Grand
Fiver Avenue
& Bur hiilding homes was never part of his plan

d, speaking about hid life, there is nothing in

is pasr to suggest that he'd bécome a home-
“bublder,

‘I came here in October 1972 Because | wanted
o build a better e for myself,” Moltani sayvs, 1
came from a small village in India and when |
firsr arrived | wass in Toronto and T'didn’ like it all
that much.”

"It was'too busy, evervbody going their own
wiiy. It wasn't what | was used o,

The survival of a village depenids on co-opera-
tinn. Everybody works mogether, peaple help each
ather out, he explaing,

50 when he arrived, his plans chatged.

"1 decided 1 would get a sood-paving job, make
some money and go heck home,™ Multini siys.

His job search browght him to Paris, Ontario,
where he ook a job at the former Penman's
plant, He didn't stay there lomg, however, be-
s another appomaniny drose in Bramtford.

He beaan warking at Sanooo, bot only stayed
for o shoct tme because he winted & job that
wionlel veach him o shall

Multanl then started working at a small ma-
chine ghiop, but when an opportunity o work at
the Hussmann's plant came up, he took it bes
e ft gave him Lnrh the pay he destred as well
A An GppeTunEty 1 leam ome skills,

Then, b heard Massey-Ferguson was hinng
“amd e remainied there until ie closed in the mid-
«1G80%.

« “Ithink s chosed in “My family were
21985 or 1986, but  farmers. We didn'e
Serovmd 15980 1 could know anything
ssze that things were about carpeniry
wehanging. The plant and hlﬂ'!d:l'!:lg

Hust wasn't as busy
sfter that,” Multani
LV

My wife (Gurmit)
had been lnid off her
Job and we had three
Ficls to e

“We thought we
should have sometling el (0 support us so we
_purl:'thls-rﬂ avarioty store and lmundromac™

The store and laundromar hid been clossd be-
cose it had 'fallen into disrepaic and Molmani had
1oy fix It up to gt rid of the work orders, They
held ontt the store for & couple of years before
asling it
> But fixing up the store as well as another
“home gove him the experence he would Jater
need when Massey's closed its doors in the mid-
«198(0s

Multani buike his first home on Beaver Crescent
That was followed by several other homes on
‘Benver Crescent and the surmunding aven.

The fina couple of yenrs were guite sucoussiul,
Mutltani said.

Then, b bought the former Barber-Ellls plant
«on Marlborough Street, The goal was o ans-
frrm an abandoned Bactory into residential hos-
ing.

“lt wins 0 mistake™

hayses. If we
wanted to put ina
lock, we'd call o

locksmith.”

Drave MuLTAm

Multan savs.
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Dalip Multani stands in front of his development, under way at Brantwood Park and Powarline roads.

It ook a year, maybe two, to-get the resoning
in place, sice plan approval, all the Yepnl work and
an agreement fn place with CN [-i.ml Wheen that
i Sy G el

was fm

T wis n'ap?:ed," Lli:::ﬁmi SV,

He hpd spent a large chunk of money to pur-
chase the propeny, A lot of rime getting it ready
andl then he couldn't do anvibing with ic

Het zald it to sonteons !y:'-m out of fown, but
when the tises wenen't paid die property wos put
back on the market throush A tix sale

Multant, despite the advice of others, decided
o bid on the property. and was ultimately suc
cenful

M wiis borrowing money all over the plooe,
from all of my relarives,” Multani savs. “Even
thﬂuﬁlh they supporred me they wold me thar 1
shiuleln's des ™

The marker was changing and he downscaled
the project to 44 units rom 88, He stared off
slowly and when one small group of hames was
finisteed ind 2old, he'd start anather phase of the

project.

The and mesuit is Central Square Condomini-
ums on Marlborough and Grey Street, which
now stands s 4 restmonial to what ¢an be done
with nbaridoned Fictories.

It was o Jot of work and caused him plenty of
stre<s, Bur ar the end of the dﬂ}' the project
turned out really well, Mulmni sl

He¢ has spearheaded several other projects
through his company, Mulsani Costom Homes, or
MCH, in necent vears.

There is o 50-unit apamment building on Hamris
Brive, another development on Mohawk Street
and he hasa project on the go in Cambridge.

Miuzlezsni s aloy by a 29%unit housing de-
velopment on Jamieson Court, and his office sis
on the former home of the Solar Ry Plant, which
barmad chowen i thie 1900s,

Some of the homes back on 1o green space ind
the dike/walking tail that rung along side the
Grand River.

“1's a beanriil Tocadon,” Multani says and he's
pleased with the life he by been able 1o build fog
himself since arriving in Cannda.

1 hove Brantford,” be givs. 1 renlly do”

“eoubd have left the commilinity like a Jor of
others did when Mossey's elosed, but | chose o

Bolonss = Pablos

“Your Imagination is our Specialty”

Summer 15 the perfect time to renovate your property.

Bl With over 24 years of creating and constructing

spectacular and affordable landscape designs for the
Brantford, Brant and surrounding communities,
Wood Landscape Visions has gained the trust of
hundreds of satisfled customers.

With a little help from Wood Landscape Visions,

you too can enjoy beautiful landscaped gardens,
walkiways, stonework, waterfalls and ponds.

Call us voday for a personaikied guote, hnd Jain s for our 2008
Pond Tower on July 36 1o view some of obt natural pond designi.
Annually Cortitied Aguascapes contractor,

Lifetime membuers of Landscape Ontario,

Wood Landscape Visions
Brantford, Ontario

sy o] 1'm glad 1idid, 1 wan abde 1o build a betier
life fior moysedf.”

Sull, even he sometimes wonders abour his
poth 6 sicoess.

"My family were fanmers,” he savs. “We didn’
know anything abour earpentry and building
hotes, I we wanted 1o put in a lock, we'd call o
Jocksmith,

"There B o history of homebollding in my
Faeniily whstsiever.”
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MULTANI CUSTOM HOMES
Who: Dalig Multani

Business: Homebuiider

Employees: Four peaple are employed in the of
fice while six athers work in the fisld,

The company alse has between 25 and 30 subr
contractors who are working on progects at vars
QUS tmas.

Proud

A Part Of The ,
Community

Since 1945

refrigeration industry.

National Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Products
Canada Corp., 15 a waorld leader in the commercial

Designed and manufactured in Brantford, our products are
sold avound the globe under the KeepRite Refﬂ'gerdﬁoﬂ,

Bally and Trenton brand names,
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